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This has been one of the most difficult issues in @ long time. In Issue 4 1 used 
up almost all of the stuff I had in reserve, and except for Jim Fuller (blessings on him!) 
and one other contributor whose offering came too late, no one sent in anything in the 
way of “adventure” or "human interest” stories. Likewise, there have been none of the 
questions and "tips" that are frequently the impetus for technical articles. To make 
matters worse, I have been sick-ish off and on, and devoid of the inspirations that usually 
come to me. Perhaps "Another Harangue" and its sequel in the last issue drained my 
brain. (We have all heard of "brain-drain” but I never thought it could apply to me.) So, 
this issue has been a struggle, and is probably light on meaty matter — and will doubtless 
be a bit late to boot. 


Over the months and years, I have received numerous notes to the effect that 
the writers are preparing stories, or will send them as soon as their cars are finished, 
or as soon as they find the time, or something. Few of these quasi-promises have been 
fulfilled. (Indeed most of the stuff I get — when I get any — comes from people who 
never said they'd do anything.) 


As I have said many times, there is no way in which one person alone can author 
this publication. I must get more stuff, or the Club will fizzle out. Atlas was said to 
support the world on his shoulders, and some Indian myths have the world supported by 
giant turtles. Iam neither Atlas nor e giant turtle. If we wait for all of the people who 
fare going to do something when they "find time", we may wait until the Sounding of the 
Last Trumpet. Time is not found. Where, for heaven's sake, do you think I "find" the 
time to do this? In the bushes somewhere? 


Continued on p. 4... 


(+4) Founded by Dave Lewis in 1980 (03) 
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INTO THE ATR, JUNTOR BIRDMEN! 
Pauk Cutp's '38 Century is shown with tuo examples of one of America’s most 
successgul aircragt designs, the Stearman N2S, First produced in the mid-19308, 
the biplane became the standard primary trainer for all U. S. armed forces 
throughout Wortd War IT and beyond. A number were sent to the RCAF, and 
civilian versions produced, as well. (The Navy catLed it N2S, the Army PT-13, 
PT-17, on PT-27 depending on the version.) Many survive; the two on three 
Long-time pilots among us have Likely fLown them. Powered in typicat form 
by @ Lycoming nine-cytinden radial, the N2S could, {tat out, exceed the 
Century's top speed by about 20 MPH. 


== The Red Roadmaster Returns 


THE ROMANTIC RED ROADMASTER: MARSHALL NELSON'S 1937 MODEL £0-C. 


The magnigdcent Roadmaster convertible sedan oumed by Marsha£l Netson (#370) 
os Saten, Oregon has been featured severat tines in The Torque Tube. Here 
No nsheeit in front 06 a fine ofd building in Satem with Kay Nelson, wife of 


Marshaee's brother Doug (#51). 


son on a balmy 
tuakly fold them. 


6000 geet above sea Levee on Mt. Hood. | 


Voe VI, 


Continued rom p. 


Curiously, more stuff seemed to come in when there were fewer members. We 
now have almost 400 members. Perhaps each of you think that his obligation is 1/400th 
of the total, or .025%, and thus reduced to the vanishing point. That is not the case. 
What is the case is this: if each member sent me two pages of decent written material 
or photographs once every five years, I'd have more than enough. That doesn't sound 
to me like much to ask. 


As much as one-third or more of the material I do receive is unsuitable either 
in form or in substance. As a preliminary matter, it may be helpful to understand that 
this is not a "type-set” publication as is, for example, the BCA Bugle. (If it were, you'd 
be paying one hell of # lot more for it.) I take to the printer what Is called "camera-ready" 
copy, and this is transferred to "plates" by a photo-offset process. Photos are made 
into half-tones or "PMTs" by photographing them through a "screen", which transforms 
‘the image into a pattern of millions of tiny black dots. Light areas get relatively few 
dots, dark areas relatively many: that is to say, if a portion of a photo or picture is pure 
white, that portion will have no dots; a portion that is solid black will be all dots with 
no spaces whatever in between them; intermediate shades will have more or fewer dots 
depending upon their respective values. If you look at any photo in this issue through 
@ powerful magnifying lens, you will see exactly how this works. (The "half-tone" process 
was invented toward the end of the 19th century and, together with the Mergenthaler 
Minotype machine which appeared first in 1885, revolutionized newspaper and magazine 
production. Prior to these two inventions, type, consisting of little lead castings, was 
hand-set letter by letter, and illustrations were first drawn by artists and then etched 
into metal plates by engravers.) Beyond the merely mechanical, I apply certain standards 
of appearance, readability, usefulness, and "style" to The Torque Tube's content. While 
these are not as high as they might be for a "slick-paper” mag, Tam not going to turn 
out @ product that is grossly uninformative, or trivial, or illegible, or which looks like 
shit. 


All of that having been said, here are a few guidelines, which follow from it, on 
how to avoid going into my wastebasket. One: xerox copies of print are fine, provided 
they are reasonably sharp and clear. If they are washed out, or full of the black smears 
that xerox machines are prone to create, or have wavy lines, there is nothing I can do 
to remedy such defects, and unless the material is overwhelmingly rare stuff, it will 
likely be rejected. Two: xerox copies of pictures, unless the picture is a black-and-white 
line drawing, are unusable far more often than not. The first copy of a magazine 
illustration, if made on a first-class copy machine in excellent condition, will generally 
come out OK, if not great, if the illustration was a half-tone to begin with. That is because 
the copy will preserve the tiny dots fairly well. For reasons I do not understand, however, 
further copying of that copy will destroy the dots. Once this has happened, photo-offset 
printing will produce only murky soup. Copy machines vary considerably in their 
capabilities, and even top-of-the-line model will do a lousy job if it is not well maintained 
and serviced. If at all possible, please send me the original. I will return it promptly. 
Three: photos are trashed with some regret, because I know the senders are anxious 
to share them, but the plain fact is that a majority of what I receive is not usable. 
Remember that they must be transformed into all those tiny dots. The watchwords must 
thus be (a) sharpness, and (b) contrast. Photos that are fuzzy to begin with will not survive 
unless the subject is extremely unusual. (The number I receive that are fuzzy seems 
remarkable considering the capabilities of modern cameras.) Contrast is equally important. 
A dark blue car in shadow may not be too bad as a color print. Transformed into shades 
of gray, the car disappears and the picture is a bust. Same for a beige car against a 
light gray wall. Keep the background simple unless it is part of the "story" (e.g. historic 
architecture); put a dark car against a light background and vice-versa. Take another 
look at the back cover of Issue 4: you'll see right away how much better the photo would 
have been if the Highway Patrol had chosen a different location. Four: do not worry 
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if your prose style is not the best, your grammar would get a "D" in seventh-grade English 
class, or you can't spell. I can fix all of that. Some things that are sent in receive 
considerable re-write, some very little, and some none at all. Even where I make 
substantial revision, I try to preserve the individual flavor and style of the original. Editing 
material is relatively easy — a whole lot easier than writing it in the first place. What 
is not so easy is trying to decipher illegible handwriting. Before I became Editor, I was 
always sort of bemused by those instructions on forms: "Please print or type"; "please 
print neatly"; etc. Now I know why they are there. Some people simply can't write, 
or even print, worth a damn. (This seems to have little or nothing to do with occupations 
or formal education: physicians, most of whom need a fair level of manual dexterity 
to do their jobs, are notoriously bad, and the same goes for dentists. I imagine the most 
difficult part of any apprentice pharmacist's work is learning the scrawls of all the local 
doctors and dentists.) If you are among the great fraternity of those who, if returned 
to the second grade, would be put in remedial writing class, please try your very best. 


And that is enough about that. 


MORE ON CATS 


If you thought my recommendation of an anti-cat device (Vol. VIII, No. 3, p. 19) 
was silly, the following letter from Chris Campbell (#634) may persuade you otherwise. 
(Chris is an attorney and therefore prima facie a smart fellow and worthy of attention, 
although his politics apparently are (or were) a bit too far left to suit me.) Chris describes 
product that will remedy the devastation once it has occurred, but it is of course better 
to have a firm line of defense against feline incursions. 


Bil, 


You understated the issue with regard to cats (Torque Tube Vol. Vill, No. 3, p. 
19). As @ concession to the snail's pace restoration of my old cars (the ones that are 
driven regularly are, naturally, regressing), 1 bought @ zippy red Mustang, nearly new. 
It features removable glass "T-Tops.” 


One evening, while the tops were off, an especially malicious cat leaped in and 
liberally sprayed various interior surfaces. “Cat pee smells awful,” as you put it, does 
not do justice to the situation - especially when one of the soaked surfaces is the 
upholstered seat back, right where the human body is likely to sweat. 


1 finally purchased an Arm & Hammer product (powder) intended to remove "pet 
odors" from carpeting. The stuff has such a sickly sweet aroma that I was almost tempted 
to convene another meeting of the neighborhood cats. However, by applying it to the 
soiled areas, leaving it overnight, vacuuming it off, and repeating that process for several 
days running, 1 was able to reduce the cat odor below my olfactory threshold, After 
a Week or so, the product's odor diminished as well. 


It appears that, among cats, the tell-tale scent is not so easily extirpated, and 
one cat's legacy attracts others. I am, therefore, more cautious now about leaving the 
car unattended. 


After it became apparent that the Arm & Hammer product odor would itself 
disappear, I felt comfortable recommending it Tt caused no noticeable fading or 
discoloration on my plush upholstery. 


Perhaps you could solicit other tales of odor removal, and publish those that seem 
helpful. 


Your work as Editor and Author continues to meet high standards; I'm tickled 
by your wit and graceful writing 


Sincerely, 


Chris Campbell (#634) 


Jess and the boys have moved on to the next car, but Aprit had not gone away. 
How much Longer can he Last? 


HAVE A QUESTION? 


Members who need information or who are puzzled about something may write 
to the Editor. Provided the inquiries do not grow into a flood — which seems unlikely 
given the current level of correspondence of all kinds — I will get you an answer, or steer 
you in the direction of someone who can help, within a couple of weeks or less. 
"Questions," wherein questions and answers thought to be of general interest were 
published, was once a more-or-less regular Torque Tube feature, but the questions seem 
to have dried up. (It appears that some have gone directly to Paul Culp, Bob Pipkin, 
Dave Lewis and various other members, which is fine, and I thank these people for taking 
the time to help their fellow members.) "Questions" will resume as soon as there is 
something to put in it. 


Call unto me, and I will answer thee, 
and shew thee great and mighty things, 
which thou knowest not. 


~deremiah, XXXI 


ADVENTURES 


‘TO ST. LOUIS IN A PRIVATE RAILROAD CAR 
By Jim Puller (#737) 


What turned out to be a great adventure began on @ lovely evening in August with 
a call from an old friend. Over the years, Mark Dees and I have shared an interest in 
cars of various vintages and origins, However, Mark had branched out into @ new variation 
on this hobby with the purchase of an old private railroad car. In fact, he not only had 
purchased the private passenger car, he also managed to acquire a vintage baggage car. 
His telephone call on this evening brought with it an invitation to accompany him on 
fa cross-country jaunt from Los Angeles to the private railroad car owners' convention 
in St. Louis, Missouri, the first week in October. With an enthusiastic "yes" I also 
volunteered to be in charge of the kitchen for the trip. As it turned out, not only did 
I go, but we managed to take along my 1938 Buick in the baggage car. We had the 
ingredients of a sensational once-in-a-lifetime adventure. 


Mark Dees, who is the owner of a '38 Buick Roadmaster Phaeton, had acquired 
fa restored 1916 private railroad car called the "San Marino" which was formerly owned 
by the famous Henry Huntington.* He had also purchased a 1940 Canadian Pacific baggage 
car now named “Pony Express". My '38 Buick was loaded into the rear section of the 
baggage car and tied down to secure it for the nearly 2,000 mile journey. San Marino 


“Footnote on next page. 
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and Pony Express were attached to the rear of Amtrak's Sunset Limited. After a great 
bon voyage party aboard the passenger car at Union Station, Los Angeles, on Sunday 
evening, October 1, six passengers, including my son from San Diego, departed shortly 
before 11 pm, heading east. After watching video movies for # while, everyone turned 
in for the evening soothed to sleep by the swaying motion of the moving car. 


We awakened in Tucson, Arizona, and enjoyed fruit, pastries, and coffee, as the 
desert landscape rolled past in a continuously changing panorama, accompanied by the 
music of Brahms on the electric piano. This is definitely the way to see America. 


Rolling to @ scheduled stop in El Paso, Texas, in the late afternoon, we opened 
the baggage car door to double-check on the Buick, which immediately attracted the 
attention of a wide variety of Texans, including the border patrol and two train officials. 
Admiration and amazement at the idea of taking a vintage car cross country this way 
Were the reactions we encountered, followed by offers of assistance if needed. Everyone 
was very cordial. 


On Tuesday morning we arrived in San Antonio, Texas, where we had a one-hour 
layover while our cars were switched from the Sunset Limited to the Amtrak Eagle. We 
took advantage of the hour to enjoy the beautiful train station and shopping center. As 
We pulled out of San Antonio, my son and I settled on the observation platform on the 
rear of the car waving to the people we passed. Amtrak travels at 60 miles an hour in 
open country but slows to 20 going through towns. We had an excellent view of these 
towns in middle America since most "Main Streets” were near the railroad tracks. It 
was a marvelous way to see the heartland of this great country. 


With Cheg’s apron in place, Jim Futter is ready for adventure. 


*Henry Edwards Huntington (1850-1927) was the nephew and principal heir of Nineteenth 
Century railroad magnate Collis P. Huntington (1821-1900), who at one time virtually 
controlled transportation in the western U.S. Henry built a large estate — also called 
San Marino — near Pasadena, CA, which he endowed for public use. It contains well-known 
collections of art and rare books and manuscripts. — Editor. 
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A little information on the passenger car is in order at this point. The beautifully 
restored and furnished San Marino includes s living room or sitting room adjacent to 
the rear observation platform. This room contains a comfortable sofa and several 
upholstered chairs, which allow the passengers to sit comfortably while enjoying the 
view from the tinted picture windows in air-conditioned comfort. A long hall leads past 
the three bedrooms and bathroom, with frosted art nouveau glass panels. At the end 
of the hall is the dining room complete with large mahogany table, chairs, side board, 
china cabinet, and electric piano, This room, like the others, is finished in restored ornate 
Circassian walnut, high-lighted by antique light fixtures, and stained-glass cabinet doors. 
The flooring is covered throughout in an oriental carpeting in predominantly wine and 
medium blue. 


Beyond the dining room is a swinging door leading into the working end of the 
car, beginning with the steward's quarters with a pull-down bunk, next to a double 
compartment containing @ small but adequate kitchen and pantry, and at the very end 
of the car, a large refrigerator and freezer. 


‘The kitchen was a challenge to work in because of the limited space. It contained 
‘4 modern stove, a microwave, cabinets and counter tops covered in stainless steel and 
‘@ passthrough to the pantry. Although meals by necessity had to be kept somewhat simple, 
we managed to produce interesting nutritious repasts without giving up all creativity. 


Getting back to the journey itself, after leaving the San Antonio urea we were 
relaxing with the newspaper when one of the travellers found an article stating that, 
according to a certain group, the world was to end that day. As the group tossed around 
the implications of this prediction, it was decided that if we were still around at sundown 
we should have an "End of the World” costume party. As sundown came and went, the 
group began rummaging through the car for suitable costumes. Among the wild results 
were a conductor's coat and hat, # high beaver hat with plume worn with a full length 
bathrobe, and a suitably antique evening gown. With drinking glasses in hand, the costumed 
entourage toured the other five private railroad cars attached to the train and demanded 
a drink from each to celebrate the saving of the world. After lots of laughter and 
comradery, we returned to our car and dinner of Chicken Vera Cruz and champagne with 
the strains of Mozart in the background. 


On Wednesday morning, rural Missouri presented itself outside our windows. We 
arrived at our destination of St. Louis later that morning. Although the weather was 
hot and humid, we were impressed with the beauty of this old city. The train station 
in particular was the perfect destination for our journey. Built in the 1890's of great 
blocks of grey granite, St. Louis Union Station is @ reproduction of a French castle. It 
has an imposing portal which now serves as the entry to the fine Omni Hotel. The rear 
has been transformed into a beautiful shopping center complete with large lake and beer 
garden. Just outside the shopping center, the private car convention was held with the 
38 cars lined up on new track next to the lake. 


After Amtrak detached our cars, we ordered a slider truck to unload the Buick. 
We made quite @ sensation: we had the only railroad car to arrive with its own in-town 
transportation, and vintage transportation at that. We toured the streets of St. Louis 
receiving friendly waves and comments from its citizens. We visited my son who attends 
St. Louis University School of Medicine and made arrangements for s dinner for him 
and his friends aboard the train the following evening. The menu theme would be a taste 
of Santa Barbara, including bar-b-qued tri-tip, salsa, garlic toast, and beans with 
appropriate California wines. 
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Jim Fubler carefutly backs his Century from raitroad baggage car to "rollback" 
truck, which was just a bit too Low to make the process an eady one. 


‘Thursday began with a tour of an antique car collection belonging to a local 
physician. In an old brick building not far from the train station was a collection of 
approximately 25 cars all nicely restored, including some '37 and '38 Buicks. An adjacent 
room contained 300 to 400 antique lamps. We visited other sights in St. Louis including 
the arch straddling the great Mississippi, the great cathedral, the St. Louis Museum of 
Art, Forest Park, which was the site of the World's Fair, and the Transportation Museum. 
Everywhere we went we were treated to Missouri hospitality and interest in our Buick. 


At the train convention over the next few days we were entertained at the Beer 


Garden, hosted a cocktail party and tour of the cars, and enjoyed a marvelous convention 
dinner at the Hotel Omni. 


On Monday, we were invited to see the car collection of a retired attorney. He 
lives in a beautiful old granite mansion in what was once the most magnificent part of 
St. Louis and which is now being revitalized. The cars again were in superlative condition 
and included many Buicks. 


Tuesday was spent preparing the railroad car for the trip home and on Wednesday, 
at 12:10 a.m, we hooked up to Amtrak. We awoke in Texarkana, Texas, to wooded rolling 
hills and continued to Austin. After Austin the scenery became flat and the weather 
humid through El Paso. From El Paso to Los Angeles was a pleasant repeat of the 
Panoramic treats of the past week. We arrived in Los Angeles on Saturday, somewhat 
tired but well satisfied with this unique adventure. 


so 


St. Louis Union Station in a photo taken some time ago -~ hather fuzzy, but 


you can see the great size of the place. 


" architecture was the entrance to 


been in 1938. 


Semi-cércutar arch typical of "Romanesque 
the Terminak Hote. This Scene could weel 
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EDITOR'S NOTE. Thanks to Jim Fuller for sharing the stony of this fabulous 
adventure with us. When I read it fon the ginst time, I almost could not 
believe the events actuakly took place, and I am stif£ "green with envy." 
(Wonder where that expression came grom.) Being something of a vintage railroad 
bugs mysees, I cannot imagine a finer vacation. 


Amtrak (the government-subsidized company which operates Long-distance 
passenger trains in the U.S.) has named many of its trains fon the great Pullman 
trains of the past which operated over the same routes. The Sunset Limited 
wads originally a dekuxe Southern Paci¢ic train between San Francisco and New 
Onteans, The Eagkes were Texas § Pacific - Missouri Pacific trains between 
Texas cities and St. Louis, and via the Pennsylvania, onto the East Coast, 
Travel was more leisurely in those days (San Francisco to New On£eans took 
about three days), but to my mind deginitety better, especially if one had 
his cwn raitroad car. "Business cars” for the railroads’ top brass, congigured 
about as Jim described the San Marino, were not uncommon 50 years ago, and 
Several raitroads stiee use them. Quite a fev survive, as well as a number 
of the more exotic Pullman "stateroom" cars, and every year their present 
awners have a bég convention somashere. (The somewhere obviously must be 
a city with the reght kind of railroad facilities.) Amtrak will attach these 
cars to its trains (for a price, I'm sure), provided the cars have been 
modernized to be compatible with Amtrak equipment. 


St. Louis Union Station was built 1891-4 in the "Romanesque" style then 
popuear for public buitdings, and is a Large and imposing structure, After 
the Decline and Fate of the Passenger Train in the 19508 and 608 it feel into 
decay. It was restored and rehabétitated in the 19808 and now contains a 
hotel, restaurants, shopping makl, efc.: a shiningly successgue example of 
the "adaptive re-use" of historic architecture, and definitely worth seeing. 


WY 


ROSTER 


Steve Weinstein (#532) who does our mailing labels, is working on the 1990 Roster. 
I hope it will be the best we have had. There have been a few problems, but it should 
be ready in the very near future. One of the problems is that Steve is in California and 
I'm in Ohio, and it thus takes at least a week to ask and answer questions by mail. Although 
he does not even own & '37 or '38, Steve has been a loyal member and a great help for 
several years, and he deserves our thanks. 


13 


From the November 1936 issue of 
(#138), Duncan, British Columbia. 


SNUG in any weather 
SMART in any company 


Buick 1937 hot water and hot air heaters bring quick warmth in any climate. 


The Buick Magazine. (Thanks to Jack Shepherd 


Buick 1937 seat covers provide smart comfort and protection 


BUICK HOT WATER CAR HENTERS Fo! 


07 
* Two mew models, each planned for an individual need; each 


designed to harmonize with Buick interior fittings. 


The De Luxe. A powerful unit for large cars and cold climates. 
Radial core and center-mounted motor make powsible a handsome 
without sacrifice of footroom: 


Master. Ideal for coupes anywhere; suitable for larger 
cars in moderate climates, Built to the De Luse standard of 
and design, with slightly lower heating c 


city 


MASTER 
mEATER 


SEAT COVERS 


* Buick De Luxe Moderne seat covers are 
ultrasmart in styling. They are tailored to fit, 
of durable, nonwrinkling, waterproof fibre, w 
standing seams of rich brown leather-grain 
‘material, They provide swank as well as comfort 
and protection. Offered in striking new pastel 
shades, to harmonize with Buick interiors 


7 Special an Century muda. Sede intallation, compete, from 812.88 


K HOT AIR HEATERS 
FOR 1937 


‘+ For Buick owners who desice » hot aie ear 
heating system, with both front and. rear 
reginters, or 4 tuperbeater for front compart. 
‘ment only. Fresh outside sir, deawa through 
the radiator i forced through a special heating 
lunit and circulated theoughout the interie of 
the car. Complete change of air every two 
mites ‘ndorlesm and quick acting, 
Buick hot air heaters have abundant capac 
forthe coldest climates. 


Canapete dal taltatione from $24.50 Front only, $1.00 


COOLING SYSTEMS 


Paul Culp's next article is expected to deal, in a general way at least, with cooling 
systems. Unfortunately that article is not yet ready. In anticipation of it, however, 
Thave resurrected some material on the subject that appeared three or four years ago, 
and which many of you may thus not have seen. This appears on the following pages. 


A lot of members have trouble with overheating, especially those with 60, 80 
and 90 series cars. The truth is that most 1930s cars will "boil" if driven in slow 
stop-and-go traffic for @ mile or more on a hot day, or on long mountain grades in hot 
weather. ‘This seems to be @ function of their design, and beyond a certain point, nothing 
can be done about the problem if the car is to be kept 100% authentic. 


If your radiator or water passages in the block and head are partially plugged, 
your water pump, thermostat or by-pass valve not working correctly, or your fan belt 
Slipping, you will have trouble. Especially in the large engine, the system is simply too 
marginal to work well if one or more of its parts are impaired. 


Two assists that have been mentioned in the past: a six-blade fan (Flexolite No. 
1080); an auxilliary 6-volt electric fan mounted on the front of the radiator (Green Sales, 
1524 E. Halifax, Mesa, Arizona 85203; 602/834-0717). Both work, and the electric fan 
gets me through summer parades, provided they're not too long. The electric fan, however, 
will discharge the battery when the engine is running at low speed — which is, of course, 
when you need it. So you should start out with @ fully-charged battery, or run the fan 
off its own battery: a 6-volt motorcycle battery placed under the hood somewhere would 
work. 


At least one member (Clarence Hoffman, #546) successfully installed @ thicker 
radiator core — in that case, in a '38 Century. Clarence says the car runs cool at all 
times, and I believe this is what Buick should have done in the first place. At present, 
I don't have any details on how this was done; there may be more on this in the next issue. 


15 


COOLING SYSTEMS 
Modernized 


By Jimmy Haggtand (#299) 
Maitéand, South Africa 


T have used a pressurized cooling system on my 1936 Buicks with exceéent 
results, It is a conversion the average restoner-oumer can do in one hour on 
eas, 


EncLosed are six déiagnans. 


A- The onriginak radiator. It works weet, but in peak-hour traffic Leaves 
something.to be desired, in hot c£imates, anyway, 


B- This shows the original <iber neck removed, the overstow pipe removed 
and hole soldered closed in the radiator top tank. (The pipe need not 
be removed 40 Long as the Lower end is seated property. 


C- This shows a new replacement gifler neck sotdered in position. Notice 
that a factory overflow outtet is attached to the filler: connect this 
to an overflow pipe and have a 7-tb, pressure cap fitted. This is the 
end of most problems. 


D- On my cars T have this system, which to my mind is the best. It is sémitar 
to "C" but {ar superion in that it is now "thermo-syphon.” No pressure 
Cap is used on the expansion tank, onfy on the radiator. As we shoud all 


know, thés way your radéator should never run dry. Top up the expansion 
tank as necessary, 
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To Raware® 


pessunec AR 


This shows the original radiator fitker -- no factory overstow pipe, 


This is the replacement {iter to use; it is easily soldered in position. 
This can be done without removing the radiator éf one has a set of gas 
bottles with a torch. 


This system is very similar in principle to "D." 1% this system is used 
no alteration to the radiator 4itler neck is necessary. Just fit a 
decent seat under the radiator cap (this is a plain radiator cap). Attach 
an expansion tank out of sight (mine is behind the gritie, attached to the 
headtamp bucket bolts). 1 you use a clear plastic tank, the Level is 
visible and easy to check. On the expansion tank one must use a 7-Lb. 
pressure cap, Attach the overglow hose rom the radiator with a smatl 
clamp; do the same where it is connected to the expansion tank. 


(CowtinueD) 
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A few words of caution. On ael pressure caps, {it a gasket to ensure a 
pergect seal. 1{ your radiator is suspect, it could develop a teak on tuo 
wie pressure sustem. The same apices to poor radiator hoses, not to 
mention the water pump and greeze-out plugs. [Another example of Oeson's 
Fénst Low-Ed.] 


My '38 Chevrolet has System G; it works beautifully at atl speeds and 
in traggic. 

None of the above witl cure a blocked radiator on studge-itted block, 
but in my case these modifications are the ansuer to modern driving conditions, 
city on country. 

Enjoy your updated Buick, with the beat wishes of 


Jimmy 


This seemed Like a good time to repeat two Dealer Service Bulletins on water 
pumps. Onéginal 1937 and earty 1938 production pumps had an oi£ reservoir 
on top of the shaft housing. The shaft ran in a porous bronze bushing, and 
oi from the reservoir was supposed to penetrate the bushing. The ¢irst 
Bulletin deats with this type of pump. There are very few of these Legt, 
except on very tow mileage cars. If you have one, be sure to use onty 10-W 
oi in the reservoir. The second Butketin deals with the ball-bearing pump, 
which was introduced during the '38 model year, and which became the standard 
replacement gor ale '37 and '38 pumps. In my opinion, the Later pump is correct 
yn ate "378 and '384, and 1 cannot dmagine any judges taking points off {or 
even if they know the difference. 


Our experience to date indicates thet s large percentage of field 
trouble with water pumps is due to swelling of the packing rings, 
which causes the spring to bottom 


after which continued swell WATER PUMP 
moosaive pressure onthe PACKING BURNING 
the 
vero ALL SERIES 


In order to alleviate this burning 
condition, one of the Chevron pack- 
ings, Part No. 1300796, has been 
omitted to allow more room for the 
packing to expand. Three nacking 
rings are now used tn place of the 
four rings previously used. This 
allows for 1/8 inch expansion in- 
stead of 1/32 inch formerly provided. 


All pumps serviced in the future 
should have three packing rings 
installed, one on the fan side and 
two on the pump side as shown in 
Pigure 33. Figse 33 


‘This change was effective in production beginning with Engine No. 
4-34u9425, Series 40, and Engine No. 3453892, Series 60, 50 and 90. 
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Water pump bushings rece: 
voir cast into the pump body 
10-W engine of] every 1000 mt 


Heavier 1ul 


ve their 1 
jody which sh 


reser- 
S.A.E. WATER PUMP 
LUBRICATION - 
1938 ALL SERIES 


cant than 10-W must not be used as it will interfere 


with norms] oil feed through the porous pump bushings. 


GAUTION: - When filling the 


pump reservoir care should be LARLY - 
taken to make certain that the = 
gil actually runs into and fills STILE 
the reservoir. It 1s possible 

to have @ bubble form in the ot] Pulte 


fitting and air lock the chamber 
80 as to prevent cll from enter- 


ing. 


‘An of] can with a small diameter 
spout, see Figure 6, which can 
reach’ down into the oil reser- 
voir should be used. Continue 
to squirt of] into the reser. 
voir thus forcing the air out 
until it 1s completely $1 
Capacity t= approximately 
three ounces for all Series. 


A service ofl can, No. B-182 
(see Figure 6), espectall 
adapted for t 

may be purchased 
Myers Company, Jac! 


i CAM srour 
70) 


ed. 


3 operation 


BPS 2.84 
PAGE 60 


WATER PUMP, BALL 
GEARING PACKLESS 
‘TYPE - 1938 AND 
EARLIER MODELS 


LATER- 
STYLE 


PUMP 


A new ball bearing water A 52), of the packless type, 

tating G earpon biGck and Pubbsr se used during the latter 

part of 1938 production. ‘The ball bearing of the new pump is 

Sealed at each end to exclude dirt and water and 1s lubricated for 
e. 


‘The non-adjustable self-aligning 
— packless seal consists of a special 
Tubber cup which fits tight and 
seals on the pump shaft and is held 
in contact with a carbon block disc 
by spring pressure. The seal as- 
sembly 1s held in the impeller as- 
sembly by a snap ring and four 
drive lugs on the carbon disc. The 
seal assembly turns with the shaft 
and impeller and forms its seal by 
contact of the carbon block against 
the contacted surface of the Pump 
ody. 


The ball bearing water pump as- 
sembly and overhaul packages are 
available as follows: 


Group 1.069, Part No. 1307778, 
Water Pump Assembly, for all 
1934-5-6-7 40 Series and 1938 
Series 40 up to Engine 

Wo. 4-3535259. 


Figs 52 


Group 1.069, Part No. 1307779, for all 1936-7 60-80-90 
Series, also 1938 80 and 90 Series and 1938 bo Series 
up to Engine Wo. 3524889. 


Service overhaul packages for the sbove water pumps are as follows: 


Group# Part# Ser: Description 

1. a BC 

1 fo 
: * 

107s 1394382 G0-B0-90 “AHF PUP Bogly apt Coyer 


Yo complete water Pump assenblies have been released for 1938 40 and 
0 Series after the je engine numbers nor for any 1939 aode! 

‘The following lists phor parts necessary to make up a comple 

water pump assembly for these models: 


1938-40 after Engine #4-3535259 & All 1939-ho 


Grou Part# Description 
1.007 13945" Pump Overhaul Paci 

0 3075 Water Pump Bear: tatner 

Me 15073 Water Pump Shaft Water Slinger 
1.073 1594581 Water Pump Body & Cover 

1938-60 after Engine #3524449 & All 1939 60-80-90 

1.003 1394580 Pump Overhaul Paci 
L008 1307369 jetainer 
12008 1307386 ter Slinger 
1.073 L39heg2 Water Pump Body & Cover 


Pac! 


The Service pump package includes a special service fan hub, and a 
fan pilot ring. Me fan hub hase double see, cf fen mowmting bole 
holes in order to accommodate fans for the various models. 

fan pilot ring {s furnished to pilot the fan pulley and biades 
when this pump is used for past models as explained on the infor- 
mation chart furnished with each pump package. 


Service Parts 


In order to provide the most satisfactory service repair on these 
‘pumps it has been decided to furnish only two major service package 
Assemblies as follows: 


Package # consists of the impeller and seal assembly, the ball 
jearing shaft assembly, and the fan hub. This package provides 
for complete over-hauling of the pump. 


Package #2, consists of the pump body with gasket, cover plate, 
gad attaching screws for use when necessary'co replace the Puxp 
ody. 


Disassembly of Pump 


(1) Remove the fan and 
fan pulley. 


(2) Remove the fan hub 
from the pump shaft 
using special Buick 
tool. 


(3) Remove the cover 
plate from the back 
of the pump body. 


(4) Tepove the snap ring, 


Caution: Be sure and remove this snap ring before performing 
the next operation. 


(5) Support the pump body at points "x" as shown in Pig. 53, and 
press the shaft through the impeller. Continued pressure on 
the pump shaft will remove the shaft and bearing assembly from 
the pump body. 


Assembly of Pump (Using Service Package #1) 


Caution: It ts not recommended to disassemble the seal from the 
impeller. The carbon disc 1s ground convex on one surface and mst 
be assembled with this side toward the pump body. This is the major 
reason for servicing the seal and impeller as a complete assembly. 


(2) Inspect pump body and 
make certain that the 
surface against which 
the carbon seal bears 
is smooth and free 
from burrs. If it is 
not, & new pump body 
must be used. 


(2) Instell the shaft and 
‘Dearing assembly in the 
Pump body us: an 
arbor press. en per- 
forming this operation 
apply pressure to the 
outer race of the bear- 
ing, as shown tn 
Pig. 54. Caution: Do 
not apply pressure to 
ins pup shaft or bear- 

seal as one to 
these parts woul: 
sult. Press bearing 
assembly into the pump 
body until seated, then 
reinstall the snep ring. 
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(4) 


Support the pump as- 
sembly at the impeller 
end of the pump shaft 
and press the ring on 
until it just contacts 
the fan hub -- do not 
disturb the fan hub 

setting as this would 
affect fan belt life. 


Apply @ small quantity 
of cup grease to the 
impeller end of the 
pump shaft. This will 
protect the rubber 


seal from bect 
Ganaged when the fm 


peller ‘3 pressed on 
the shaft. Also 
epply a small quantity 


(3) Replace the fan hub by 
supporting the above 
assembly of the pump 
body shaft at the 
impeller end of the 
shaft as shown in 
Fig. 55. Leaving the 
pump body free to float, 
press the fan hub onto 
the shaft to the dimen- 
gion shown in Fig. 55 
for the Series 46, end 
to the dimension shown 
in Fig. 56 for the 
Series 60, 80 and 90. 


When the pump 1s used 
for service on a 1936 
and past models the 
fan pilot ring mst 

be pressed over the 
end of the shaft, as 
shown in Fig. 57. This 
pilot is fumntshed 
with all service pump 
Packages and should be 
disregarded when using 


the pap for. service 
on 1937 and 1938 models. 
‘The cover plate mst be 
removed from the pump 
assembly before pres- 
sing the fan pilot ring 
on the shaft. 
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of cup grease to the carbon disc and to the surface in the 
against a il a initial 
p and provide on until the seal 1s 


Press the impel 


and seal assembl; 
Porting pump body and shaft assembl: 
as shown in Fig. 57, until impeller 
shaft. 


the pump shaft, sup- 
fan end of the’ shaft 
flush with end of the 


(5) Replace cover plate on rear of the pump body by using a new 
gasket shellacked in place. 


Perfectly Recast 


STEERING 
WHEELS 


1936 Thru 1947 
$2.00 for Brochure 
Must 
Specify year 


(602) 278-4505 


JB Donaldson Co 


2533 W Cypress Phoenix, Arizona 85009 
| 


DAVE LEWIS 


RESTORATION 
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(fia; PARTS EXCHANGE $Y? 
PARTS POR SALE 


BUICK STANDARD TRANSMISSION GASKET KIT. All gaskets and seals needed when 
rebuilding or resealing your transmission. Will fit 1937-1938 alll series. $16.95 postpaid 
(Nl. residents add 6% sales tax.) Send check or money order with name and address; 
year and series of car. 


JECC, INC. (Jerry Pasquariello, #643) 
P.O. Box 
West Patterson, NJ 07424 
201-890-6982 


BUICK TORQUE BALL SEAL KITS, include shim gaskets, cork packing. instruction 
sheet and a tube of silicone. Will fit 1937-38 all series. $29.95 postpaid. (NJ residents, 
add 6% tax.) Send check or money order with name and address; year and series 
of car, Please allow 2-3 weeks for-delivery. 


JECC, Inc. (Jerry Pasquariello #643) 
P.O. Box 616 
t Paterson, NJ 07424 


NEW DASH PANEL DECALS for 1937 80-90 series cars. 
Kit includes: 1 practice decal x14"; 2 12"x14" decal sheets; 
full size pattern; instruction sheet. $85.00 plus shipping. 


‘TOM ALDERINK (#735) 
619 W.23 St. 616/396-3183 
Holland, MI 49423 616/392-1761 


All NOS or new: 
1118213 Delco voltage reg. 

1607 Vac. starter switch..... 35.00 Condenser... 
1868512 Vac. starter switch, 25.00 Rotor.. Pereeeerer reyes 
1115142 Delco H.D. ign. coil.... 35.00 Distr. cap (black or brown).. 
1110838 Delco distr. assy. 75.00 Vacuum advance. 
1912414 Delco distr. assy....... 85.00 
Delco heater motor (C.C.W.).. 40.00 
Deleo defrost motor (C.C.W.),,.. 40.00 
421 AC rebuilt fuel pump,... 35.00 
2320 headlight bulbs... 5.50 ED NESNIDAL 

35 dash, clock, fender,bulbs. -75 7144 South Avers 

63 license plate bulbs.. +75 Chicago, IL 60629 
1154 stop & tail light bulbs. 1.85 312/735-5777 


$50.00 Ign points... 


1937 30, 90 series sidemount fenders--no covers or hardware. These 
are in a junkyard in New Jersey, togetner with some otner pieces 
of @ '37 Roadmaster and a '38 Special. The wells in tne fenders are 
rusted, but they are otnerwise sound. The owner wants $700. For 
information, call or write RON DENT (#684), 1316 Sunset Ave., Pt. 
Pleasant, NJ 08742. 201/899-3423; 201/577-7123. 
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FOR SALE: '37/'38 Century & Special sidemount hardware (like 

new), $150 set; '37/'38 sidemount locks with key, $100 set; 

‘38 large engine new .O40 over piston ring set, $40 set; '43- 

'52 large engine new standard size insert rod bearing set, 

#78 set. Call DAVID BYLSMA (#117) in Maryland, 301/551-7236 
6 to 9 PM Eastern Standard Time), 


PARTS WANTED 


WANTED: For ‘38 46-S: hood & nose center trim strips; left 
Window regulator; headlight assemblies to convert back from 
sealed beams; gas cap springs 
Mant Sm asia) 

ANCE BEHM (#310). 425 Kennedy Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15214, 
eo 


good running boards; one fender 


WANTED: 1938--cold idle control (cam & thermostat) mounts to intake 
manifold below carb; dealer facts book; parts & service bulletin 
manual; model 46 showroom poster. Have model 66-S showroom poster 
in excellent condition that I will trade for model 46 poster in 
same condition. 

JOHN JOHNSON (#697). 45 S.Lincoln Ave., Mundelein, IL 60060 
708/566-5005 


HELP WANTED 


1937 model 61 complete and solid but in #4 condition. LOTSA 
SENTIMENTAL VALUE ! A "neglected driver" needs to become a 
"perfected driver". To provide as painless an experience as 
possible, I am seeking your pleasant experiences with know- 
legeable Buick people in the So. Cal. area ( the closer to 
L.A. the better). Need recommendations or references for the 
complete gamut of QUALITY restoration services at FAIR prices. 


JOHN (Jack) MACMILLAN (#725). 3621 Maplewood Ave., Los Angeles, 
CA 90066. 213/390-3902 (before 8 PM). 


NEW MEMBERS 


Lance Behm (#810) 
425 Kennedy Ave. 
Pittsourgn, PA 15214 


Art Benton (#808) 
1704 Silverwood Dr. 
San Jose, CA 95124 


Mark P. Cryderman (#812) 
206 W. Dunlap 
Northville, MI 48167 


408/265-5828 412/322-l2i6 313/348-3052 
"37 61 138 46-S eat 
Michael A. Ruhle (#309) Kevin Kungel (#811) 

F.0. Box 33513 Orchard Tri, 

Juneau. AK 99802 Lakeville, MN 55044 

907/789-7281 612/392-7320 

"37° 90 138 ho 


AUTOMOBILIA 
(805) 434-2963 


1937-28 FRONT RUBBER FLOOR RATS. HOLES PUNCHED FOR SERIES 40-60. NEW PRODUCTION 
NOW WITH SOLID TAUPE RUBBER, AVATLIBLE UN-CUT FOR ROAORASTER AND RIGHT 
HAND DRIVE AUTO'S. WE ALSO HAVE RADE A FEW IN RLACK FOR THOSE TRAT BANT 
ONE, BUT WE WAVE BEEN TOLD THAT ALL 40-60 SERIES CAME WITH TAUPE ONLY 
ORIGINALLY, SPECIFY SERIES,COLOR AND TRIMMED OF NOT, FF-278 $173. 


1997 HUB CAPS. CHROME PLATED AND *BUICK* LETTERS ARE PAINTED. WC-T $60.EN 


1996-40 WHEEL BEAUTY TRIM RINGS. POLISHED STAINLESS STEEL. 16" DIA. TR-16 409,64 
: SET OF 4 TR-16S $96.SE1 


1997 AND 1998 HOOD ORNANENTS, AN EIACT CHROME PLATED REPRODUCTION. 1937 HO-37 975. 
1938 NO-T8 875. 


1997-38 DOOR WEATHERSEALS, SPONGE GLUE-IN STYL 


WDW-80 $2.FT CLIPS @WC-B0 .30 EACH, 


1997 *BUICK B® GRILLE ORNAMENT, READY TO (NSTALL. 60: 


78 $1.40/FT. CLIP IN STILE, 


1937-38 RUNNIN BOARD INSULATORS. TOTALLY NEM MATERIALS. NOT A RE-COVERING 108, WE 
SUPPLY FACTORY INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS WIT YOUR ORDER. COMPLETE S19EACH, 
INSULTOR ONLY, $7.EA STEEL/RUBBER BASE ONLY, $14, 


1937-98 GLOVE BOYES, MEW CLOTH LINED WITH CLIPS, 1937 68-37 $27, 1998 48-28 827. 
1937-38 TRUNK FABRIC, DIAGONAL LINES PRINTED ON BURLAP. 48° WIDE, I-25 20/10. 
1927-38 MOTOR MOUNTS. NO OLD CORES NEEDED. (Oh WANTED) THESE ARE MADE WITW ALL NEW 
INETAL AND RUBBER, "37 (EICEPT CONVERTS.) 738 ALL. FRONTS ONLY. 
UPPER SP-399 9 9/PAIR LOVER MA-347$27/E40H 


1992-40 FISHER BODY PLATE, CRONE PLATED, PAINTED, BLACK-BLUE AND WHITE, #1IW 
SPECIAL SCREWS, FP-300 $7. EA 


1919-41 BUICK “LOCK ROLL* HOSE CLANPS. STAINLESS STEEL WITH LOD. LC-11 95,50 EA, 


1997-38 HOOD REST PADS, 6 TO B NEERED PER CAR. WR-37B 8 4.64 ome, 
1997-38 008 SILLS. 45* LONG, CUT-TO LENGTH. 05-278 $25.E4, Ere ee 
1597-20 SHOP MANUALS, FULL SIZE, CLEAR REPRINTS. "37 59-37 $20. 1908, SA-38 935, 
1997 FISHER BODY MAMUAL.F.OR BUICK ONLY. (WOT FOR COMVERTIWLES.) —FA-37 AIS, | 53 
1927-20 WIPER ARM, WA-360 $15 EA, BLADES WE-8 S4EA, ‘3 

3 
1997-20 COPPER MESH AIR FILTER ELEMENT. BLACK FRAME W/ROOND HOLES. SIZE? AF-3L 925. fl} 


1937-38 TAILIGHT LENS GASKETS, ALL SERIES. TL6-280 $5. PAIR 


‘TO ORDER BY PHONE; (805)424-2963. C.0.D. VISA or MASTERCARD. SHIPPING 45, PER ORDER. DUR 26 PAGE BUICK CATALOE $3.00 or FREE 
WITH ORDERS. WE ALSO STOCK; DASH PLASTIC KNOBS AND FITTINGS, DOOR/TRUNE WEATIERSEALS, DASH GLASS, DECALS, SUSPENSION PASTS 
AND MUCH MUCH MORE, 800°S AUTOMOBILIA BOK 2119 ATASCADERD, CA. 33473 


BUICK INTERIORS NOW AVAILABLE 


Compiete your restoration with an 
authentic Buick interior from Hampton 
Coach, Each kit made in our own 
upholstery shop to original specs using 
‘only the finest fabrics and materials. 


Panel Kits, Headlining Kits and Seat 
Upholstery Kits come complete, ready 
to install, 


We presently have kits for the following 
popular Buicks and are in the process of 
adding many more. 


© 1936-39 Model 46 © 1941 Model 44 
© 1937-40 Model 41 © 1937 Model 47 
# 1942-49 Model 41 © 1951 Model 52 
© 1946-49 Model 51 © 1938 Model 67 
© 1938 Model 67 © 1953 Skylark 


© 1937-38 Model 61 


Guaranteed Quality & Fit 


Write or call today for free literature including samples and prices. Please be sure to 
include year and mode! of your Buick along with your request. 


HAMPTON 


7. 


Hampton Coach Inc.. 70 High Street, P.O. Box 665, Hampton, NH 03842 (603) 926-6341 
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wa secures 


ce aLSo orrenn 
Winns surpes 
WIRING HARNESSES =... is 


AUTHENTIC. REPRODUCTION sa 

WIRING SYSTEMS THRU 1989 st 

HANDCRAFTED. WITH THE nate Mey 
each SUPPLIED WITH 


LIMITED WARRANTY 
INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS BOX 435 WAYNE, PA. 19087 


Get your 1990 Catalog! 


‘Our long lasting rubber compounds mean our parts last longer, our caretul tooling methods mean 
arts look and tt better, and our computerized order system makes sure that over 98% of orders are 
‘Shipped in less than 48 hours, 


That's the reason that more non-Ford award winning cars use Steele Reproduction parts. 


For over a quarter of a century we have been 
‘manufacturing only the finest. 


+ Windshield Rubber r chal 
* Vent Window Rubber Hl were teotet — | 
* Convertible Roof Rail Strips | Sab b665 | 
% Side Window Scraper Seals i Refuse | 
* Door Weatherstripping 1 | 
* Trunk Weatherstripping H H 
* Spring & Suspension Rubber 1 1 
* Grommets & Bumpers H H 
* Mounting Pads ! | 
al i peavata | 

eee | 


Call Toll Free 1-800-544-8665 
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